


And the angel said to them, “Fear not, for behold, 
I bring you good news of great joy that will be for 
all the people. For unto you is born this day in the 
city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. 
And this will be a sign for you: you will find a baby 
wrapped in swaddling cloths and lying in a manger.”

~ Luke 2:10–12



If you are familiar with the Christmas story, you’ll 
know that the angel announces the birth of Jesus to 
the shepherds by saying, “Behold I bring you good 
news of great joy.” The shepherds then respond by 
going to see Jesus for themselves. After experiencing 
the wonder that rests in Bethlehem’s manger, the 
shepherds return worshipping God for all they had 
seen and heard. 

From the shepherds we discover that the birth of Jesus 
is the headwaters for joy that is lasting, durable and 
life-giving—joy that has the power to transform our 
lives and provide buoyancy to our souls. 

I wish I continually lived in the life-giving joy of 
Christmas, but honestly, I am prone to be spiritually 
dull, drowsy and preoccupied. I know I am not alone 
in this. That is the way we are as humans, even the 
best of us. For this reason, I am thankful Christmas 
comes every year. It is a chance to ground my soul 
again in the good news that brings great joy—news 
that once captivated my heart but over time has lost 
its wonder, not because it became less wonderful but 
because I became forgetful. 

This Christmas, I want Faith to experience the good 
news of great joy that the shepherds experienced. I 
want us to see Jesus and to hear glad tidings about 
his coming. I want us to glorify God for the Savior who 
has been born to us. 

To help that happen, I put together this Christmas 
devotional. Each day you will find a new reason why 
Jesus is good news of great joy. My prayer for these 
devotionals is that they meet you right where you are 
and that they draw you into the joy that Jesus came to 
offer. 

As you read and reflect, may you rediscover the reality 
that you were made to know more than the hustle 
and stress of life. You were made to know good news 
of great joy, which is to say, you were made to know 
Jesus.

Merry Christmas, Faith!

Grace and peace,
Pastor Charlie



In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.

The message of Christmas is not that God picked a baby to save the world, but rather that God entered the world as a baby to 
save us. This is the exact meaning of John 1:1. Jesus was God in essence and character—glory and power—beauty and majesty. 
Jesus was God in every way possible, though he was a separate person from God the Father and God the Spirit. The Word was 
with God, and the Word was God. 

This message is shocking and yet true. The God who flung planets into space and hung the stars in the heavens made himself 
small and entered a virgin’s womb to become a man. Charles Wesley’s beloved carol expresses the good news of Jesus’ divinity 
perfectly: Veiled in flesh the Godhead see; Hail the incarnate Deity; Pleased as man with men to dwell, Jesus, our Emmanuel. 

Incarnate means “in flesh,” and Emmanuel means “God with us.” So the good news of Jesus’ birth is that in Jesus God has come to 
be with us. 
 
The belief that God became a man sets Christianity apart from every other religion. On one end of the belief spectrum there are 
religions like Buddhism and Hinduism which teach that God is in everything. We all share in the divine. In these religions, there is 
nothing special about God coming to be with us. It is not a life-transforming or joy-giving event because these religions believe 
that God is always with us—God is part of us, and we are part of him.  

On the other end of the belief spectrum are religions like Islam which teach that God is so far removed from us that his coming 
is impossible. God would not enter our sinful world. To be near to God we must make our way back to him by our effort and 
submission to him. 

Christianity is utterly unique. Christianity teaches that God is so personal and involved in this world that his coming is not 
only possible; it is promised. Christianity also teaches that God is so transcendent that his coming is a history-altering, life-
transforming and joy-producing event. 

Jesus is God. This always has been and always will be at the core of his identity, which means we no longer have to wonder what 
God is like or how God will respond to us. We know God when we know Jesus.

A Moment to Reflect

What do the humble circumstances of Jesus’ birth tell you about the nature and character of God? Why are these parts of God’s character 
good news of great joy?

~ John 1:1



Come to me, all who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. Take my yoke 
upon you, and learn from me, for I am gentle and lowly in heart, and you will find rest for 
your souls. For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.

Sometimes we are tempted to think that Jesus doesn’t have time for us. That he is too busy to hear about what we are going 
through. That there are more important people or more pressing problems that he is attending to. 

The fact that Jesus is God says this kind of thinking is nonsense. Jesus isn’t limited in any way. The fact that he gives careful 
attention to one person doesn’t mean he isn’t also able care for you. There isn’t a shortage of his time or thoughtfulness. Jesus is 
God, limitlessly available to you.

This is why Jesus invites all who labor and all who are heavy laden to come to him. If Jesus weren’t God, all that overwhelms us 
would quickly overwhelm him, but because Jesus is God, he has all the time in the world for you. 

This is good news. It means Christmas really can be a season of great joy. The stresses, busyness, loneliness and fears of life 
aren’t ours to carry. The problems of our world aren’t ours to solve. We can give everything and everyone to Jesus. So take a few 
moments to give your worry, your stress, your confusion and your problems to Jesus and receive from him his attention, comfort 
and care. 

~ Matthew 11:28–30

A Moment to Reflect

As you enter this Christmas season, what causes you to feel heavy ladened? What would it look like to give those things to Jesus so that you 
experience joy this holiday season? 



Father, glorify me in your own presence with the glory that I had with 
you before the world existed.

The Bible reveals a triune God who has no beginning or end. The Father, the Son and the Spirit exist eternally outside of time, 
simultaneously seeing all moments in time, yet visibly acting at precisely the right moment in time to accomplish God’s perfect will.

We see this reality revealed perfectly in the Christmas story. In Ephesians 1:4 God reveals that he chose us in Christ before the 
foundation of the world. In other words, before time began, the Trinity made a plan for what God would do in our lives through 
Jesus. Then after creating the world, which included the creation of time, God revealed what he would do in the future. Most 
famously, God prophesied the virgin birth, the place where Jesus would be born and the way Jesus would die.1 Finally, when the 
fullness of time had come, God sent forth his Son, born of woman…to redeem those who were under the law, so that we might receive 
adoption as sons.2 All this reveals an eternal God, who is simultaneously God of the past, present and future.  

We are noticeably not eternal. We are limited by time and fettered by its constraints. We cannot go back to change the past, nor 
can we see into the future to prepare for it in the present. This can lead to unpleasant feelings like regret for the past, uncertainty 
for the future and anxiety for today. 

Yet these feeling don’t have to dominate our lives. The good news of great joy declared every Christmas is that the timeless God 
entered time so that we could have a relationship with the eternal God who is unfettered by time’s constraints. In Jesus, we can be 
close to the One who is able to redeem our past, know our future and fill today with his presence and peace. Jesus was and is and 
is to come, which means there is no need for regret, uncertainty or anxiety this Christmas or any Christmas to come. 

1  Isaiah 7:14, Micah 5:2, Isaiah 52:13–53:12
2  Galatians 4:4–5 

A Moment to Reflect

How have you been tempted to allow regret, uncertainty or anxiety to steal your joy?

~ John 17:5



For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though he was rich, yet for your sake 
he became poor, so that you by his poverty might become rich. 

~ 2 Corinthians 8:9

Jesus is generous. He gives life and laughter. Redemption and rest. Peace and purpose. Conviction and coffee. Sunsets, snow and 
so much more. 

Jesus’ generosity is limited only by himself, which means his generosity is eternally expansive. It touches all of life. The universe rolls 
on, not because it is so great, but because Jesus can’t stop giving. In many ways, Jesus is like Niagara Falls, pouring down torrents 
of blessings that overwhelm and satisfy those who stop to notice.  

Christmas is a time to stop and notice Jesus’ generosity. So today remember that as an act of extravagant generosity Jesus set 
aside the riches of heaven to come to this earth. The Giver became the Gift. God took on flesh and dwelt among us. 

Why did Jesus take on flesh? To live the life of righteousness that we could not live and to die the death for sin that we deserve to die. 

And why did Jesus live and die for us? So that God could lavish his blessings upon us. Do you see what this means? Christmas 
happened because of God’s generosity. 

So as you make plans to give this Christmas, let your generosity flow from your love for Jesus and carve out some time to thank 
Jesus for the countless ways that he has given to you.

A Moment to Reflect

Spend some time reflecting on all the ways you have experienced Jesus’ generosity in the last 24 hours.



Seeing the crowds, he went up on the mountain, and when he sat down, his disciples came to him. 
And he opened his mouth and taught them, saying: “Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the 
kingdom of heaven.” 

Jesus started his famous Sermon on the Mount by saying the poor in spirit are given the kingdom of heaven. To be poor in spirit 
is to recognize that you are spiritually weak, and to be given the kingdom of heaven is to experience Jesus’ power and blessing in 
your life today. The kingdom of heaven comes to the poor in spirit because they embrace what is true—they are in need.

The coming of Jesus is God’s bold declaration about our impoverished spiritual condition. No one is good enough to get to 
heaven, so God had to come down to save us. The people who are saved are not morally superior or more disciplined. The saved 
are the people who recognize they stand before God in need of his grace. Think of the tax collector in Jesus’ parable who said to 
God, “Have mercy on me, a sinner.” That’s someone who is poor in spirit. 

Here is a practical implication of Jesus’ invitation to be poor in spirit. If you are poor in spirit, you will find the ability to decimate 
the unforgiveness that will threaten your joy this Christmas.  

Let me explain. In the coming month you will not perfectly display love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 
gentleness and self-control. You will fail to love your friends and family. 

But that’s not all. Your friends and family will fail to love you too. At times, they will be unkind and ungrateful. This reality has the 
potential to steal your joy and create all kinds of bitterness in your relationships.

But here is the good news: it doesn’t have to. Jesus came to forgive the spiritually poor. Additionally, Jesus calls the spiritually poor 
to forgive as they have been forgiven. 

Forgiveness is impossible for those who don’t embrace their spiritual poverty, but for the poor in spirit, forgiveness comes easily 
because they recognize they don’t stand above people; they stand with people in need of God’s help, patience and grace. 

So here’s to a Christmas of being poor in spirit and the good news that in Jesus we can extend the same forgiveness we have 
received to our friends and family.

A Moment to Reflect

What in your life reveals your impoverished spiritual condition? 

Who in your life needs a bit of extra patience and compassion from you because, like you, that person is weak, limited and in need? 

~ Matthew 5:1–3



Long ago, at many times and in many ways, God spoke to our fathers by the prophets, but in these last days he has 
spoken to us by his Son, whom he appointed the heir of all things, through whom also he created the world. He is 
the radiance of the glory of God and the exact imprint of his nature, and he upholds the universe by the word of his 
power. After making purification for sins, he sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high, having become as 
much superior to angels as the name he has inherited is more excellent than theirs. 

~ Hebrews 1:1–4

I was born February 7, 1980, at Saint Mary’s Hospital in Rochester, MN. On that cold winter day, the doctor who delivered me 
documented my arrival on my birth certificate. It was the first legal document attesting to the fact that I was not God. I had a 
beginning. My life could be measured. My frame could be weighed. I could be quantified and contained. 
  
Jesus is different. He has no beginning or end. He created all things. The universe continues, not because it is great but because 
he is watching over it. Jesus defies measurement of any kind. His power, knowledge, love and mercy are not merely great, they are 
infinitely great. They are immeasurably great. Jesus is measureless and matchless. He is the King of Glory. 

So here is a question to consider this Christmas: Is there something great in this world that excites you?  Is there an artist whose 
paintings move your soul? Is there an athlete whose game you take pleasure in watching? Is there a musician whose music you 
love to hear? Is there an author whose books captivate your imagination? Is there a thinker whose thoughts shape your life? Is 
there a cook whose recipes thrill your senses? What in this world seems great to you? 

Do you have your answer? Great. Now consider this: Jesus is better. As a matter of fact, all abilities, intellect and creativity point to 
him and are given by him. Sure, some may deny this. Some may even take the abilities that flow from Jesus and use them to mock 
him, but the truth remains—all things come from Jesus and Jesus is infinitely greater in every realm, except the realm of sin.

To grasp this reality, imagine that you took all the great artists of human history and put them in a room with Jesus to paint. Sitting 
in one corner is Monet and in another is Picasso and in another is the great Michelangelo. As Jesus puts his brush on the canvas, 
they would all gaze in amazement and feel small in comparison to Jesus.  

This is true for every human endeavor. All the great physicists would listen to his lectures. All the great biologists would lean in 
to hear his explanation of life. All the great musicians would sit in silence as he performed. Even Patrick Mahomes would sit the 
bench to Jesus. He is infinitely better than any person we admire. Words simply fall short of describing the greatness of Jesus. 
Perhaps the only words that come close are from one of his doubters who eventually became a believer: Jesus, my Lord and my 
God!3 

3  John 20:28 

A Moment to Reflect

How does the reality that Jesus is better bring joy to your life? 



Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life. Whoever believes in me, though he die, yet shall he live.” 

Christmas can be a difficult season for those who have lost a loved one. Many people feel an inner ache as they realize this 
Christmas there will be an empty seat at the table or a missing smile that once welcomed them home.  

One reason Jesus’ birth is good news of great joy is that he came to bring hope to us in the midst of death and dying. Jesus 
purchased this hope by dying on the cross and rising again from the grave. 

Jesus’ resurrection has something to say to us as we grieve and as we face our own mortality. In Jesus, death has been swallowed 
up in victory. One day all creation will be made new. One day the children of God will be resurrected in real, glorified, physical 
bodies. On that day we will enter an eternal life of joy, play, wonder, worship and celebration. Jesus’ resurrection firmly secures this 
hope. A day is coming—real enough to be circled on a calendar—when those who hope in Jesus will be eternally free from death 
and reunited with those who died in Christ. 

If you are grieving the loss of a loved one this Christmas, Jesus’ coming invites you to grieve with hope. Grieving with hope doesn’t 
mean you no longer experience the sting of death. It is good to remember the person you are missing and to be honest with God 
about your sadness. Jesus cried at the tomb of his friend Lazarus. Then he went to the cross and rose from the grave to defeat 
death so that death would not have the final word for those who hope in him. Grieving with hope is an act of faith. It is bringing 
your grief to Jesus and asking that his comfort would be sufficient for your sorrow, his presence sufficient for your loss and his 
resurrection sufficient for your joy.

A Moment to Reflect

How does Jesus’ victory over death and your coming resurrection with him bring you joy? 

If you are grieving the loss of a loved one this Christmas, allow Jesus’ birth to help you grieve with hope. Take time to remember and talk 
about the person you are missing. If your loved one was a believer, talk about the beautiful reality that they are now with Jesus and will be 
resurrected at his second coming. Maybe hang a special ornament on the tree or prepare a special treat that reminds you of the person you 
are missing.

~ John 11:25



You make known to me the path of life; in your presence there is fullness of joy; at your 
right hand are pleasures forevermore. 

On the cross Jesus made a way for you to have access to God. He who knew no sin became sin so you could be forgiven. The One 
who had perfect access to the Father was forsaken so that you could draw near to God. The all-powerful King of heaven died as a 
common criminal so that you could have access to God. 

Ordinarily death is the end of the story. But Jesus powerfully conquered death and rose again so that your story could be one 
of unlimited access to God. Free, unlimited, anytime access to God is good news. It means you can draw near to God with 
confidence, and in his presence you can find fullness of joy. Because of Jesus, this is available to you anytime and anywhere. 

~ Psalm 16:11

A Moment to Reflect

What can you do this Christmas to further enjoy the access to God that Jesus provides for you? 

Since then we have a great high priest who has passed through the heavens, Jesus, the Son of God, let us 
hold fast our confession. For we do not have a high priest who is unable to sympathize with our weaknesses, 
but one who in every respect has been tempted as we are, yet without sin. Let us then with confidence draw 
near to the throne of grace, that we may receive mercy and find grace to help in time of need.

~ Hebrews 4:14–16



Jesus’ coming is good news because Jesus came not to punish 
sinners but to die in their place.  

God’s law calls us to love God with all our heart, soul and mind, 
but we have loved other things more. This is the essence of sin—
dishonoring God by loving other things more than him. Since we 
all do this, the Bible says that we have all sinned and fall short of 
the glory of God.4

At times we are tempted to think that our sin isn’t serious, but it 
is. John Piper captures the seriousness of sin with these words: 
Sin is not small because it is not against a small Sovereign. The 
seriousness of an insult rises with the dignity of the one insulted. The 
Creator of the universe is infinitely worthy of respect and admiration 
and loyalty. Therefore, failure to love him is not trivial—it is treason. It 
defames God and destroys human happiness.5  

Since sin is serious and God is just, he can’t sweep sin under the 
rug. He must deal with it. This is why the Bible says that it is a 
fearful thing to fall into the hands of the living God.6 The wages 
of our sin is death, and our sin makes us an object of God’s 
wrath.7 These statements in the Bible are not idle threats. They 
are written to reveal reality. God is just and he cannot pass over 
sin forever. If he did, he would be unjust. So eventually, God has 

4  Romans 3:23 
5  The Passion of Jesus Christ by John Piper 
6  Hebrews 10:31
7  Romans 6:23, Ephesians 2:3 
8  Galatians 3:13

to do something about the human heart, which lives in rebellion 
to him.      

Yet God being rich in mercy was not content to leave us as 
objects of his wrath—he wanted us to become objects of his love. 
So in a remarkable turn of events God sent Jesus into our world 
to absorb God’s wrath. At the cross Jesus bore sin’s punishment 
for all who would trust in him. Christ redeemed us from the curse of 
the law by becoming a curse for us.8 

Jesus’ coming reveals that God wants to save us from judgment, 
but he will not save us without judgment. So Jesus came to be 
our substitute. He came to die in our place, to suffer for our sins 
and to absorb the wrath of God so that we can experience the 
mercy and love of God.  

If God were not just, there would be no Christmas because there 
would be no demand for Jesus to come to die. Additionally, if 
God were not loving, there would be no Christmas because 
there would be no willingness from God to meet the demands 
of justice on our behalf. But Christmas declares that God is just 
and loving. He is willing to meet the demands of his justice, for 
Jesus was born to die in our place and for our sins. For sinners 
this is good news of great joy! 

A Moment to Reflect

Spend a few moments writing Jesus a thank you note for dying in your place and for your sins.

God put [Jesus] forward as a propitiation by his blood, to be received by faith. This was to show God’s 
righteousness, because in his divine forbearance he had passed over former sins.

~ Romans 3:25

For our sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God.

~ 2 Corinthians 5:21



But when Christ had offered for all time a single sacrifice for sins, he sat 
down at the right hand of God.

~ Hebrews 10:12

When Jesus went back to heaven after his resurrection from the grave, he sat down at the right hand of the Father. The image of a 
sitting Savior helps us to see the sufficiency of Jesus’ death and resurrection. When we sin, Jesus is not worried that what we have 
done will undo what he did at the cross for us. Our sin doesn’t cause him to pace the floor of heaven fearful that our failures will 
hinder his plans to save. Jesus is not the least bit concerned that the greatness or frequency of our sin will eclipse the forgiveness 
purchased by his blood. In heaven, Jesus is seated—confident that his single sacrifice is sufficient to cover our sin.

Sometimes the image we have of Jesus is of a shocked or disappointed Savior who mutters to himself, “I can’t believe it. I never saw 
that coming. I better get up and do something.” Instead, we should imagine that Jesus is sitting down—not the least bit concerned. 

Why is Jesus sitting? He knows that his work on the cross dealt with the whole of our sin, not just a part of it. 

This Christmas Jesus invites you to sit down with him. Practically, this means you can stop being anxious about what you have 
done—wondering if this time you went too far. Instead, Jesus invites you to rest in what he did for you. Sitting down with Jesus also 
means you can stop punishing yourself for your sin. You are free and forgiven, and Jesus is sitting down. 

So this Christmas sit down with Jesus. Rest in his grace. Linger in his love.

A Moment to Reflect

How does Jesus’ completed work at the cross fill your life with joy? Is there an area of sin in your life that you need to trust Jesus to forgive? 



The night is about over, dawn is about to break. Be up and awake to what God is doing! God 
is putting the finishing touches on the salvation work he began when we first believed. 

This Christmas we are living in the ALREADY and the NOT YET. Because Jesus was born, lived, died and rose again we are 
ALREADY rescued from the punishment of sin; we are ALREADY loved by God; we are ALREADY adopted into God’s forever 
family; and we are ALREADY forgiven and set free. ALREADY we stand with Jesus as heirs of a new world, sealed by the Holy 
Spirit and set apart as holy, but this new world is NOT YET. 

Our world is still broken. Our bodies still get sick. Sin still hangs around hoping to do some damage. Satan, although leashed, still 
roams as the ruler of this world. The kingdom of God is at hand, but things are not the way they will be when Jesus returns. 

I wish the things that are not yet right in our lives would take a holiday during the Christmas season. I wish the health diagnoses, 
addictions, wayward children, doubts, disabilities and not yet resolved problems would all magically uncomplicate themselves 
while we celebrate the coming of Jesus. But chances are they will remain, perhaps even more plentiful than the ornaments on the 
tree.   

So how do we find joy living in a world that is not yet the way it should be? We name the brokenness while remembering that the 
brokenness won’t be a burden forever. One day Jesus will return to wipe away our tears, undo what sin has done and put Satan in 
a pit forever. 

Jesus’ first coming is God’s signal fire in history that Jesus will come again. So we can have joy knowing that because Jesus already 
came, what is not yet is most certainly on its way. 

A Moment to Reflect

Think back over this last year. How have you ALREADY experienced salvation in Jesus?

As you think back over this last year, how have you NOT YET experienced all that Jesus will do for you? 

~ Romans 13:12 (The Message)



He has made everything beautiful in its time. Also, he has put eternity into man’s heart, yet so that he 
cannot find out what God has done from the beginning to the end.

Jesus is right on time. He is never early or late. He is never rushing to get something done. He is never playing catch-up or trying 
to stay in front of a deadline. Human history is happening precisely as Jesus wants it to happen. This includes our lives. At this 
moment, we are precisely where we need to be and things are unfolding at exactly the right time. 

Because Jesus is right on time, you have time for laughter and love—time to work and time to play—time for a hundred indecisions 
and revisions of your life. You can linger. You can listen. You can slow down—make memories—feel the squeeze of your loved one’s 
hand. You don’t have to move everything forward, and you aren’t about to be passed by. Everything is happening precisely at the 
speed that Jesus wants it to happen.  

You may not feel this to be true. As a matter of fact, you may feel that Jesus has checked out because things are not happening as 
you would like. Perhaps you’re sick, and you think Now is the perfect time for healing. Or maybe you’re experiencing a problem, and 
you think A solution right about now would be nice. Or maybe you’re thinking Now is the perfect moment for that promotion or Now is 
the perfect time for him to propose. But these things don’t happen. 
From our perspective this can be frustrating. We can look around and think, “Where is God’s perfect timing? Nothing is 
happening as it should.” In these moments, remember God did not promise to work according to our wisdom. He promised to 
make everything beautiful in his time.

But when the fullness of time had come, God sent forth his Son, born of woman, born under the law, to 
redeem those who were under the law, so that we might receive adoption as sons.

~ Galatians 4:4–5

For while we were still weak, at the right time Christ died for the ungodly.

~ Romans 5:6

~ Ecclesiastes  3:11



A Moment to Reflect

Are there areas in your life where you are frustrated with God’s timing? What would it look like to surrender those areas to Jesus? 

Here is the kicker: God’s perfect time is often not what we want. What we want is now. But sometimes it takes longer for healing 
to come. Sometimes years pass before beauty breaks in. As a matter of fact, the answer to a problem may surface after we take 
our final breath. This was true for the people who lived before the birth of Jesus. They lived waiting for God’s Messiah and most 
of them died in the waiting. Then at precisely the right time, God sent forth his Son. 

Do you see what this means? God’s perfect timing may mean we go to our graves waiting for some problems to be solved. This 
isn’t another problem; it’s a reality to embrace. So this Christmas, experience the joy of knowing that what is happening in your 
life is unfolding according to God’s perfect timing.



Humans are limited. We have limited strength and understanding. We have limited physical, emotional and financial resources. 
At times our limitations bring us to the end of ourselves—we feel weak, frightened, lost and in need. The cares of our lives, not to 
mention the cares of this world, can quickly overwhelm us. 

Jesus reminds us that he was born to help us when he says that he is our Good Shepherd. A good shepherd takes responsibility for 
his sheep. He finds them when they are lost, gives them rest when they are weak, and places them on his shoulders when they are 
broken. A good shepherd guides and protects his flock, and Jesus is most certainly a good shepherd. He laid down his life for us. 

Chances are this Christmas you need a good shepherd. Maybe you feel alone—physically or emotionally distant from those you 
love. Maybe the busyness of life is just too much. Maybe the challenges of this year have left you wondering if you’re the only one 
who struggles. 

This Christmas I want to invite you to learn a simple prayer that you can say throughout your day: Jesus, I give everything and everyone 
to you.   
Try it for a moment: Jesus, I give everything and everyone to you. I give you my aging dad. I give you my debt. I give you the project at work. I 
give you my final exams. Jesus, I give everything and everyone to you.
  
This simple prayer acknowledges your limitations. You can’t carry the cares of your world—your loneliness, your sorrow, your family 
or your future. 

Why? Because you are a sheep. And last I checked, sheep can’t save the world, nor can they carry problems and pain. But you don’t 
need to. Jesus is your good shepherd, and he was born to do for you what you can’t do for yourself. 

So give everything and everyone to him. Give him your family, your crises, your confusion and your questions. Let him carry the 
problems in our country and the tragedies in our world. Hand him your trauma, your worry, your addiction. You are a limited sheep 
who was never meant to inhabit a world with so much darkness and death. It’s too much for you. Let Jesus, the Good Shepherd, 
carry the load. Give him everything and everyone and then trust him to carry it while you rest in his arms. 

A Moment to Reflect

Make a list of all the people, situations and things to do that you need to hand over to Jesus.

I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep.

~ John 10:11

He will tend his flock like a shepherd; he will gather the lambs in his arms; he will carry them 
in his bosom, and gently lead those that are with young.

~ Isaiah 40:11



And he shall stand and shepherd his flock in the strength of the LORD, in the majesty of the name of the 
LORD his God. And they shall dwell secure, for now he shall be great to the ends of the earth. And he shall 
be their peace. 

~ Micah 5:4–5

This Christmas many of us aren’t hoping for things like a new game, clothes or a tech gadget; many of us have a Christmas list 
with things like:

◊ Less stress at the office 
◊ Freedom from alcoholism 
◊ Peace in our nation
◊ A good prognosis from the doctor 
◊ An end to the war in Ukraine
◊ Harmony in the family
◊ Racial reconciliation 
◊ Fewer fights between Mom and Dad

In other words, we long for peace.

Peace is life as it was meant to be lived. It’s a restored relationship with the God who loves us. Peace is our bodies whole and 
healthy, unity in the midst of diversity and calm in the presence of clutter. 

Today, peace seems elusive. Just turn on the news or scroll through social media and it’s pretty easy to see that our world is chaotic 
and confused. We are facing political unrest, economic uncertainty and unprecedented levels of loneliness and anxiety. 

Unrest, uncertainty and worry will not always be part of our story. In Revelation 21 –22 God reveals that Jesus’ second coming will 
culminate with an eternal time of peace. The prophet Isaiah looked forward to this day when he wrote: For to us a child is born, to us 
a son is given….and his name shall be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. Of the increase of his 
government and of peace there will be no end.9

9  Isaiah 9:6–7 



During his first coming, Jesus revealed that he was the fulfillment of Isaiah’s prophesy. He calmed turbulent storms. He brought 
healing to the sick. He raised the dead back to life. He bound up the brokenhearted and forgave guilty sinners. While this is good 
news, it is also good to see that Jesus’ kingdom of peace has not yet been fully established in this world.  

The ultimate fulfillment of Jesus’ kingdom of peace occurs when Jesus returns to this earth. On that day there will be no end to 
peace. The lion will lie down with the lamb. Swords will be turned into plowshares. Nations will no longer lift up swords against 
other nations, and we will step into a story of harmony, wholeness and rest. 

The good news for us as we wait for Jesus’ second coming is that we can experience Jesus’ peace in our lives today. We access this 
peace when we surrender to Jesus, the Prince of Peace. In other words, when we give Jesus his rightful place in our lives, he brings 
peace to every area of our lives—our thoughts, our relationships, our daily work and our trials. The more we surrender to Jesus, the 
more his peace overflows and has a rippling effect in our everyday lives. 

Only in Jesus—the Prince of Peace—can we know a peace that replaces disagreement with unity, turmoil with calm, strife with 
harmony, restlessness with contentment, and angst with joy. So this Christmas, surrender your life to Jesus and experience a peace 
much greater than your circumstances. 

A Moment to Reflect

Christmas can often be a season that reminds us that the world is not yet at peace. Sadly, family get-togethers can be times of tension. 
Sometimes the people we long to live in peace with are the ones who shatter peace and create conflict. Think back over this past year. Write 
down the name of any person who caused conflict or unrest in your heart. Maybe it’s a family member or a co-worker or a friend. Spend 
some time with Jesus, the Prince of Peace, asking for his direction in these relationships. Ask Jesus what he would have you do to be an 
ambassador of his peace to these people. Ask Jesus to empower you to be a person of peace this Christmas.



The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field, which a man found and covered 
up. Then in his joy he goes and sells all that he has and buys that field.

Jesus is a great treasure. He is fully God and fully man. He is the high king of heaven, who set aside his glory to enter our sin-
stained world. He created our flesh and then took it upon himself and moved into our neighborhood. 

As a baby, Jesus was helpless. He cried when he was tired and nursed at his mother’s breast when he was hungry. As a boy he 
learned the stories of God’s faithfulness, and, empowered by the Holy Spirit, he embraced his place at the center of it. As a man 
Jesus built benches, washed feet, calmed storms, healed the sick, encouraged the broken, offered rest to the weary and battled 
Satan. On the night before his death, Jesus shared a meal with his closest friends. During that meal, Jesus broke bread, poured 
wine and asked them to remember. 

So today we honor Jesus by remembering. We remember Mary’s ponderings and Joseph’s plans for a quiet divorce. We remember 
how there was no room in the inn but there was a cave with a manger, so Mary gave birth to God in the presence of barn animals 
and then borrowed their feeding box as a bed for her newborn son. We remember the glad tidings given by angels and the 
exuberant praise of the shepherds. We remember gifts of gold, frankincense and myrrh—gifts fit for a king yet given to a baby. 
We remember how wise men bowed, believing the boy they had journeyed to see was worthy of their worship. Jesus was God 
with them, and in his presence, they found their place. We remember Anna’s joy and the hope she spoke to those longing for 
redemption. We remember Simeon’s sober words about a sword and a mother’s pierced soul. Simeon’s words ran true: on a Friday 
afternoon some thirty years later Mary watched as her boy was nailed to a cross as a criminal. The sky grew dark as God with us 
took away our sins.    

There is still much more to remember but we have covered enough to settle again in our souls a truth we have known but might 
have forgotten had we not stopped to remember—Jesus is a great treasure. 

~ Matthew 13:44

A Moment to Reflect

Write down 5 to 10 things about who Jesus is and what Jesus has done that fill you with joy and remind you that he is a great treasure. 



For by him all things were created, in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether 
thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities—all things were created through him and for 
him. And he is before all things, and in him all things hold together.

Jesus is omnipotent. He is the all-powerful creator of this world. He possesses infinite power. At the creation of this world, he spoke 
order from chaos and something from nothing. 

Though we don’t always perceive it, Jesus’ power is persistently present. Right now, all of creation is being sustained by him.

I still struggle to comprehend how the One who strung the stars in their place took on flesh. I honestly don’t get how this could be. 
But this is what the Bible reveals. The baby in Bethlehem’s manger took part in the creation of this world. Ultimate power wrapped 
itself in a fragile human body to die. 

The doctrine of the all-powerful God becoming a baby is incomprehensible. It is a mystery that defies rationality. And yet, it is 
that very irrationality that gives the Christmas story its greatest defense: Only a truly infinite God could conceive and pull off such a 
wonderful story. 

This is one of the many reasons the Christmas story has the power to fill us with constant joy. It reminds us that we will never fully 
comprehend God. All our efforts are like seeking to drain the ocean with a thimble. This is good news because a God we could 
understand, contain and control would be no God at all. 

A Moment to Reflect

What parts of the Christian faith remain a mystery to you?  How can that mystery lead you to joy, wonder and worship? 

~ Colossians 1:16–17



And the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. And behold, 
you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus. He will be great 
and will be called the Son of the Most High. And the Lord God will give to him the throne of his father 
David, and he will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end.” 

~ Luke 1:30–33

The nine months before a baby takes his or her first breath are filled with mystery. Most parents spend a lot of time thinking about 
a name that will capture their hopes for their baby and imagining the different things their child will experience. Will this baby be 
shy or outgoing? Athletic or artistic? What struggles will he face? What joys will fill her heart? So many dreams are packed into 
such a short time, and so much is hidden as the child grows in the womb.  

When God the Father was getting ready to send God the Son into our world, he wanted to make sure nothing was hidden. He 
wanted everyone to know who his Son was and why he had come.  So God sent Gabriel to tell Mary the exact name that would 
capture her son’s life. It seems that from the get-go God wanted us to be in on what he was up to.   

God’s name for the baby in Mary’s womb was Jesus. Jesus is a combination of two Hebrew words: Yahu, which is the personal 
name for God, and shua, which means a call for salvation. Jesus literally means the LORD saves or this is the LORD’s salvation. In 
giving this name to Mary’s son, God was telling everyone that God’s rescuer was resting in Mary’s womb.

God also told Mary what her son would experience. Mary’s son would be great and would be called the Son of the Most High. In 
other words, Mary’s baby would not be an ordinary man. This baby was the second member of the Trinity—God the Son. 

Also, Mary’s son would be given the throne of David. This was a big deal because God had promised David that one day a king 
would come from his family to establish a forever kingdom of peace, righteousness and blessing.10 

This promise to David was just one promise in a long line of promises that God had made to his people. To Adam and Eve God 
promised a child who would destroy the deceiving serpent.11 To Abraham God promised a son who would bring blessing to all 
people.12 Through Isaiah God promised a suffering servant who would be pierced for our iniquity.13 

10  2 Samuel 7:12–16
11  Genesis 3:14–15
12  Genesis 12:3
13  Isaiah 53:4–6



A Moment to Reflect

The Christian life is the practice of living in what God has done and is doing. How does God’s message to Mary about what he has done 
impact your life today? 

With this pronouncement from Gabriel, God revealed what he was up to. He was fulfilling his promises. The great deliverer was on 
the way. The serpent crusher was coming. Abraham’s seed of blessing was being born. 

God’s declaration to Mary filled her with wonder, anticipation and worship. It called her to find her place in God’s unfolding story 
of redemption. God’s salvation was coming! God’s rescue was on its way! These words echoed in Mary’s mind, until she felt them stir in 
her womb. And in that moment, she knew that in a few short months she would hold the Hope of the world. 

Today as you prepare for Christmas, meditate on Gabriel’s message to Mary. A Savior King is being born! You shall call his name Jesus! 
Let the reality of those words echo in your heart. Let them impact you the way they must have first impacted Mary. 



And her husband Joseph, being a just man and unwilling to put her to shame, resolved 
to divorce her quietly.  But as he considered these things, behold, an angel of the Lord 
appeared to him in a dream, saying, “Joseph, son of David, do not fear to take Mary as 
your wife, for that which is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit.”

Fear is a small word that has a big impact in our lives. Fear keeps us from living wholeheartedly. It kills vulnerability and curiosity. 
Fear pushes people into hiding and creates individuals who are cautious, combative and controlled.  

When Joseph first heard about the virgin birth, fear reared up like a wild horse and tried to throw him off a life of faith and love. 
The mystery of the virgin birth should have led to wonder and worship, but for Joseph it was leading to fear and worry. Joseph 
loved Mary, and he didn’t want to put her to shame. But fear was leading him to a plan of divorce that would do the very thing 
he didn’t want to do. Even if the divorce was quiet, it would communicate loudly: Mary, I don’t trust you and I’m not willing to walk 
through life with you.

Thankfully fear didn’t ruin the Christmas story. God sent his angel to call Joseph away from fear and to reveal that the baby in 
Mary’s womb was conceived by the Holy Spirit. Joseph’s encounter with the angel of the Lord didn’t remove all of the mystery, but 
it did help Joseph see that God was at work in his life, empowering him to step away from fear into a life of faith, love and trust. 

I think this moment in the Christmas story is an invitation from God to name our fears. So take a few moments to consider if fear is 
rearing up in your life. Is there any mystery that is leading you to worry? Maybe something going on in your family or with a friend? 
Is there anything keeping you from a life of faith, love and trust? 

God’s message to you is the same message he gave to Joseph: Do not be afraid.  

So today, as an act of faith, place your fear in Jesus’ hands and trust that he is working in your life. Like Joseph, you may be facing 
something this Christmas that doesn’t make any sense to you, but mystery doesn’t need to lead to fear and worry. Entrust it to 
God and let mystery lead you to wonder and worship knowing that God is at work and he will take care of you. 

~ Matthew 1:19–20

A Moment to Reflect

Is there anything that is keeping you from living and loving wholeheartedly? Is there anything that you are worried about this Christmas?  If 
so, surrender it to Jesus. 



And Mary said to the angel, “How will this be, since I am a virgin?” And the angel 
answered her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will 
overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be called holy—the Son of God. And 
behold, your relative Elizabeth in her old age has also conceived a son, and this is the sixth 
month with her who was called barren. For nothing will be impossible with God.” 

In the months leading up to Jesus’ birth, the Holy Spirit worked in powerful ways. He worked in Mary’s body to place God in her 
womb, and he worked in Mary’s soul to give her strength, comfort and courage.      

Mary was around 15 years old when she became pregnant with Jesus. At that time, she was engaged to Joseph, and she was living 
in a culture that stoned a single woman who became pregnant. While the virgin birth was true, it wasn’t a story people would 
believe, so Mary faced sharp criticism and harsh judgment. 

Without the Holy Spirit’s presence and power, Mary would have been overwhelmed by worry. Without the Holy Spirit, Mary would 
have said no to God’s impossible calling. But she was overshadowed by the Spirit, so Mary said yes and became the mother of 
Jesus.  

Mary’s experience highlights our need for the Holy Spirit. We need the Spirit’s presence to steady us as we wait for Jesus to return. 
We need the Spirit to bring life to our souls. We need him to enter the empty parts of our lives to bring fullness. We need his peace 
to quiet our chaos, his joy in our times of sorrow, his power to help us overcome sin and his whisper to remind us of God’s love.  

The good news of Christmas is that the same Spirit who worked in Mary’s body and soul also moves in our body and soul when 
we trust in Jesus. So this Christmas, be open to the Holy Spirit and believe that nothing is impossible with him. 

A Moment to Reflect

What things do you need the Holy Spirit to do for you this Christmas? 

~ Luke 1:34–37



Mary said, “Behold, I am the servant of the Lord; let it be to me according to your word.” 

The only appropriate response to Jesus is surrender. Surrender is hard because we tend to see submission to authority as a loss of 
freedom. This would be true if the one we surrender to is an evil dictator, but the one we surrender to is Jesus, and he is good. He 
died so that we could be forgiven. 

Another reason surrender to Jesus is hard is that we like be in control and write our own stories. But the stories we write without 
Jesus aren’t very good. They are often small and self-centered. Thankfully, Jesus invites us to tell a bigger story that is found when 
we surrender to him. 

Mary’s life typifies the story Jesus invites us into. When Mary surrendered herself to God, impossible things started to happen. She 
literally became pregnant with God! What is even more thrilling is that she entered into a deeply personal relationship with God. 
She gave up control of her life, her body and her plans for her future. She started going where God wanted her to go, and her life 
was never the same. It was radically altered and changed.

Do you think Mary ever pouted about her loss of freedom? Not a chance. She got to be part of a great story, a story that will be 
told for all eternity. 

Right now God is inviting you to be part of that same story. There are impossible things he wants to do in your life. There are 
impossible things he wants to do through you. So today, like Mary, you stand at a crossroads: Will you live in your own strength, or 
will you surrender yourself to Jesus? 

~ Luke 1:38

A Moment to Reflect

What area of your life is God asking you to surrender to him? 

As Jesus passed on from there, he saw a man called Matthew sitting at the tax booth, and he 
said to him, “Follow me.” And he rose and followed him. 

~ Matthew 9:9



The message of Christmas is not that God picked a baby to save the world, but that God entered the world as a baby. That is 
peculiar, and what is more peculiar is that God spent his first night on our planet in a manger. 

What a strange image: God resting in a manger. 

A manger is a feeding bowl for animals. A manger is filled with food dampened by the filth of animal sweat and saliva. A manger is 
crawling with germs and barnyard bacteria. It is earthy and smelly and unsafe. 
 

Now keep in mind that God could have entered our world any way he wanted. He could have entered into the safety of a well-
furnished inn. He could have come with pomp and circumstance in a great military parade. He could have been born to royalty or 
wealth. And yet God chose a manger for his first night with us.

So the question has to be asked: What is God doing in a manger? The answer is breathtaking: He is identifying with us.  

In Hebrews 2:17 we are told that Jesus had to be made like us in every respect—he had to experience the harsh realities of life—he 
had to suffer as we suffer. 

The manger says that Jesus wholeheartedly embraced this part of his mission. Jesus willfully set aside the riches of heaven to be born 
on a dirt floor in the presence of a wearied mom and a bewildered dad. Then he was placed in a germ-filled manger.  

Why? Because life is more like a manger than a comfortable crib. Life is often cold, harsh, fragile and, at times, dangerous. 
Shakespeare captured the essence of life impacted by sin with these words: Each new morn new widows howl, new orphans cry, and 
new sorrows strike heaven on the face.14

Yes, there are days when we don’t face poverty, disease, sickness and death. Yes, there are good moments when we soar above 
selfishness. But still there are moments when tragedy hits—when sin knocks at our door or when a loved one gets sick—and we are 
reminded that life is like a manger.  

So how do we keep our heads when we face these harsh realities? We go back to Jesus’ first night and we remember that this 
baby in the filthy feeding bowl is Immanuel—God with us. And from the manger God is communicating something significant: I 
understand your problems and your pain. I know what it’s like to be unsafe. I know about sorrows that strike heaven on the face. I know the 
mess and fatigue and loneliness of life, and I’ve entered it to save you.

14  Macbeth

And while they were there, the time came for her to give birth. And she gave birth to her 
firstborn son and wrapped him in swaddling cloths and laid him in a manger, because 
there was no place for them in the inn.

~ Luke 2:6–7



A Moment to Reflect

What in your life or in your world feels like a manger?

So what did Jesus do? He spent 33 years facing the harsh realities of life. He was a poor carpenter with no place to lay his head. 
He was misunderstood and mistreated. He was abandoned by his family and betrayed by his friends. Then he laid himself down 
on a rough, unsanitary and unsafe cross to be put to death for our sin. 

So today spend some time considering the harsh realities you face. What in your life makes you feel unsafe? What tragedies have 
you experienced this last year?  

Now go back to the manger and look again at the newborn baby lying there. God in a filthy feeding bowl. God lying in an unsafe 
place. God with us and for us.  

Now listen to God’s message to you from the manger: I understand your problems. I’ve experienced your pain, and I’ve come to save 
you.

What a great message for us to hear!



And in the same region there were shepherds out in the field, keeping watch over their flock by night. And 
an angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were filled 
with great fear. And the angel said to them, “Fear not, for behold, I bring you good news of a great joy that 
will be for all the people. For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. 
And this will be a sign for you: you will find a baby wrapped in swaddling cloths and lying in a manger.” 
And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God and saying, “Glory 
to God in the highest, and on earth peace among those with whom he is pleased!” 

When Jesus was born, angels appeared to shepherds and gave them good news of great joy: A Savior has been born for you.

This is a startling part of the Christmas story because shepherds were often seen as social outsiders. They didn’t make a lot of 
money, and they were not welcome in the temple for worship. A boy didn’t grow up hoping to be a shepherd; it was a job he ended 
up with—a plan B—a reminder that life wasn’t working out the way he wanted it to. 

Yet when God wanted to announce the coming of Jesus, he sent his angels to shepherds—nobodies that nobody noticed. 

Imagine for a moment the joy the shepherds must have felt when they realized God noticed them. Imagine how healing it was to 
hear from heaven that a Savior was born for them. So many people saw them as uncultured and unsafe. Their position in their 
society was not seen as desirable. Yet the shepherds got to hear the angelic choir and they got to be the first to see the newborn 
King. 

I imagine this was a profound moment for the shepherds. Before this moment I don’t think they thought anyone was particularly 
pleased with them. But now they knew that God was pleased with them, he noticed their ordinary lives and he sent a Savior to 
bless them.   

Today, I’d like to encourage you to spend a few moments identifying with the shepherds. To do this, identify times in your life when 
you’ve felt unnoticed, unwanted or unwelcomed. Maybe it’s a moment when life didn’t go the way you planned or a time when 
you felt like an outsider.  

Now lean in with the shepherds and listen to the angel’s good news of great joy: A Savior has been born for you. 

~ Luke 2:8–14

A Moment to Reflect

In what ways do you identify with the shepherds?  



The one who offers thanksgiving…glorifies me; to one who orders his way rightly I will show the salvation of God!

You might not have gotten everything you wanted this Christmas, but Jesus is all that you need. He has loved you; forgiven you; 
freed you from Satan, sin and death; promised you the riches of heaven; and is working to bring about his Kingdom that is marked 
by justice and peace. When you think about all that Jesus has done, you would think that thanksgiving and praise would pour 
from our lips, but often we find ourselves grumbling as we make our way to glory. 

Our grumbling isn’t just rude; it is sinful. The good news of Jesus is that in him we can put this sin to death.  

One way to do this is to practice a life of gratitude by thanking Jesus for the countless ways he has blessed us and will continue to 
bless us throughout eternity. 

Jesus doesn’t need to be thanked, but we need to be thankful because thanksgiving reminds our souls that Jesus is all that we 
need. This is so important to remember not only because it is true, but also because until Jesus is enough for you, nothing else will 
be. 

A Moment to Reflect

Has grumbling become part of your life? If so, what can you do to begin living a life of thanksgiving? 

Come up with a list of 5–10 reasons you are thankful for what Jesus has done for you. Spend a few moments in prayer thanking Jesus for 
what he has done for you. 

~ Psalm 50:23

Do all things without grumbling… do not be anxious about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication 
with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God.

~ Philippians 2:14; 4:6



And we know that for those who love God all things work together for good, for those who 
are called according to his purpose.

One of my favorite stories in the Bible is when Jesus got up from a nap during a storm and told the winds and the waves to settle 
down. In that moment Jesus allowed his disciples to catch a glimpse of his glory and they wondered, What sort of man is this, that 
even winds and sea obey him?

The answer: Jesus is the God man. He possesses infinite power and wants to use his power to work all things for good in our lives. 

About 15 miles away from the cabin where my family spends our summer vacations there is an old cedar forest. Some of the trees 
in that forest are over 400 years old and most likely they will still be standing hundreds of years from now. The reason for this is 
that each tree has a massive root system that sustains, strengthens and steadies it through wind, hail, drought and storms.

The truth that Jesus is all-powerful is a root system that brings calm and stability in whatever storm we face. Since Jesus is all-
powerful, he is able to make all things work together for good.  

If we live inside this reality, we will be more solid and stable than those massive cedars. Nothing will blow us over, and we will have 
a constant calm even in stormy seasons. 

If we live outside this reality, our lives will be like a straw house in a hurricane. We will quickly be blown over and fear will 
overwhelm us because we do not have a root system to stabilize and strengthen.

~ Romans 8:28

And when he got into the boat, his disciples followed him. And behold, there arose a great storm on the sea, so 
that the boat was being swamped by the waves; but he was asleep. And they went and woke him, saying, “Save 
us, Lord; we are perishing.” And he said to them, “Why are you afraid, O you of little faith?” Then he rose and 
rebuked the winds and the sea, and there was a great calm. And the men marveled, saying, “What sort of man is 
this, that even winds and sea obey him?”

~ Matthew 8:23–27



A Moment to Reflect

How has Jesus brought calm and stability to the last year of your life? 

Do you ever wonder how Mary brought Jesus into this world with such courage, calm and confidence? 

I think it’s because she understood that God was able to take all the rejection, criticism and struggle she would face and work it for 
her good.  

The good news that brings great joy is that Jesus does this for all who love him. So if you know Jesus, live today like a giant cedar. 
You have a massive root system supporting you. You are connected to the all-powerful God of human history. Those who trust 
him are the calmest people in the world, not because nothing traumatic happens to them, but rather because they know that their 
God is able to work all things for their good.



But he said to me, “My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in weakness.” Therefore I will 
boast all the more gladly of my weaknesses, so that the power of Christ may rest upon me. For the sake of Christ, 
then, I am content with weaknesses, insults, hardships, persecutions, and calamities. For when I am weak, then I 
am strong.

Jesus is strong, and he is constantly offering his strength to us, even though we may not realize it. This is especially true when we 
are tired or hurt or our day has too many temptations. These days often leave us feeling like Jesus isn’t with us. But he is right at 
our side using his unstoppable power on our behalf. 

The Apostle Paul exemplifies this truth. Paul wasn’t strong or powerful. He was weak, perplexed and tested. As a matter of fact, 
Paul had a “thorn in his flesh” that perpetually reminded him of his limitations. 

So what made the difference in Paul’s life? One word: Jesus. You see, Jesus used his power to strengthen Paul. Jesus went before 
Paul to clear away the things that Paul couldn’t face, and Jesus walked beside Paul to empower him along the way. Paul had a 
fruitful, effective and joyful life, not because he was strong but because Jesus was strong for him.

This reality is cause for great joy! God isn’t looking to add his strength to strong people. God is looking for weak people who rest 
in Jesus. This means this coming year can be fruitful, joyful and full of life. Jesus is strong, and he wants to magnify his strength 
through you. 

A Moment to Reflect

What would it look like to rest in Jesus’ strength in the coming year?  

~ 2 Corinthians 12:9–10

And I am sure of this, that he who began a good work in you 
will bring it to completion at the day of Jesus Christ.

~ Philippians 1:6



Remember not the former things, nor consider the things of old. Behold, I am doing a new thing; now 
it springs forth, do you not perceive it? I will make a way in the wilderness and rivers in the desert.

Jesus came into the world to make things new. This is a reason for joy, especially if you find yourself rehearsing and remembering 
old hurts, sins and failures. 

In an effort to experience Jesus’ work of making things new, let’s think about what God reveals in Isaiah 43:18–19. 

Remember not the former things, nor consider the things of old.
Think of how much time and energy you give to remembering the former things. You can do this in at least two ways. You can 
remember the former things as the good old days. This approach looks back to the things of old as the time when things were 
right. The days when the country was on track, your body was healthy, your family was close and life was good. This approach to 
the past whitewashes it with a strong dose of nostalgia, and it is problematic because it causes you to remember the former things 
as being much better than they really were. 

Conversely, you can look back on the past and only see the negative. This approach views the past through the lens of shame, 
judgment and condemnation—wishing you had not said that or done that or remembering only how people failed you. 

Behold I am doing a new thing.
Regardless of how you see the past, God is inviting you to look to the future with hope. In Jesus God is doing a new thing. This is 

~ Isaiah 43:18–19

Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. The old has 
passed away; behold, the new has come.

~ 2 Corinthians 5:17



A Moment to Reflect

What parts of the past is God inviting you to stop remembering and rehashing? 

What new things might God have in store for you in the coming year? 

revealed in Isaiah 43:19 and 2 Corinthians 5:17. These verses reveal the rock on which Christian joy is built. The reason you can 
walk away from your past and move into next year with hope is that God is doing something new in your life. The past doesn’t 
define, control or plague you. Today, God is doing something new. In the coming year, he will make a way in the wilderness and 
rivers in the desert.  

Do you not perceive it?
Here is something to consider: Can you see what God is doing? Do you notice the newness he is bringing into your world? Can 
you name the new thing that God is working in your life today? 



Abide in me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit by itself, unless it 
abides in the vine, neither can you, unless you abide in me.

Simplicity is the secret to seeing life clearly. Because of this, I am very thankful that Jesus is simple. He has given one command 
that we can all understand: Abide in me. 

Abiding in Jesus means remaining in his presence. We do this by following where Jesus leads so that we stay in step with our 
Savior. 

As you think about abiding in Jesus consider if there is anything that Jesus is saying to you. If so, listen to him and follow where he 
leads. If you do, your life will continue to be clear. The minute you hesitate, you fall out of step with Jesus and the fog of distance or 
disobedience settles in and clouds everything in your life. But the good news is that it is simple to lift the fog. Come back to Jesus 
and abide in him. 

So this coming year keep your life simple: Abide in Jesus.  

A Moment to Reflect

As you think about the coming year, take a few moments to consider how can you abide in Jesus. Is there anything that Jesus is saying to you? 
What can you do to take time to listen to him and stay in step with his promptings?

~ John 15:4



And behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age.

~ Matthew 28:20

The holiday season is just about over. In a few days life will return to its normal pace. Soon the ornaments and the manger will be 
put away, family and friends will migrate back to where they came from, and we will start waking up again for work and school.  

I don’t know about you, but for me it is sad to see December go. There is a peace that settles into these 31 days. There is a hope 
that swells in my heart. There is a comfort that lingers because more than at any other time, I rehearse and remember the good 
news of Jesus.  

The result is that for a few days my heart is aligned with heaven. I love what I was created to love. I long for what I was created to 
long for. I behold the one who holds me. And in the loving, longing and beholding, Jesus comes near and fills my life with joy.

The amazing message of Christmas, though, is that Jesus is always near. He is Immanuel—God with us—not just during December 
but to the end of the age. This means that all of life can be filled with good news and great joy. Jesus is always drawing near, and 
he is always inviting us to be with him. 



A Moment to Reflect

Spend a few moments in prayer asking Jesus to be with you in 2023. Ask him to lead, love, guide and protect you. Below is a prayer of 
surrender to Jesus that you can pray as you begin 2023.

Jesus, I am not the captain of my own destiny,
nor of this new year that lays before me, 
so I renounce again all claim to my own life and desires.

I am only yours, O Lord.
Lead me by your mercies through these coming months, days, hours and minutes,
that I might spend them well, not in harried pursuit of my own agendas,
but rather in good service to you. 
 

Teach me to shepherd the many duties of this year with great love,
tending faithfully those tasks you place within my care
and tending with patience and kindness the needs and hearts of 
the people you place within my reach. 
 

Nothing is too hard for you, Lord Jesus, but much is too hard for me.
So I deposit all my confidence in you, knowing that whatever this coming year brings,
my foundations will not be shaken. 
At year’s end I will be at rest knowing that my best hope is well kept in you. 
 

In all things your grace will sustain me.
So bid me follow, and I will follow you this year and throughout eternity. 
Amen. 
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